(Capsule)

Log Cabin (Dare)

The oldest portion of this house, whieh is now in ruins, was a 1% story
log house. It cossessed a plan of one up/one down and was heated by a single
fireplace. The interior was finished with vlaster and moldinss, and the
exterior was covered with feather-edged weatherboard,

The scant remains of two outbuildings have been recorded, and one of
these appears to nave been a log structure.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —-UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GO0D XRUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

GWD 12/299 records the sale of this property from Tom Parran to Nelson
and Eviline Dare of Baltimore on September 4,1910. The Dares were blacks,
and the property remained in the possession of that family until c. 1956.
During most of that tine, the parcel contained approximately tnirty-six acres.
It is not clear from whom Tom Farran obtained the property. Both he and his
father bought and sold many vroperties. GVD 6/328 suggests that Parran owned
this land in 1906 and TBT 5/17 siiows Farran ouying iwo tracts in this neighbor-
hood totaling over 760 acres.

The house which was here is in ruins. Like others in the same vicinity,
this was a small log house enlsrged by a frame addition. That addition has
completely collapsed and is marked only by its sills and rubble all of which is
covered by thick ivy. The roof has caved in on the log portion, out the
walls still stand along with the stone chimney whnich both buildings shared.,

This is a true, 1% story log house which had a gable end roof. The plan
is one up/one down. A closed-in stairs in the northeast corner of the room
provided access to the upper room. Doors vented the north and south facades,
and there were wimdows in the north side and east end. A chimmey 6' wide and
2! deep occupied the west emd and served a fireplace which has a 6' wide mantle
and a 41" x 29" opening. The chimney is constructed completely of iron-stone.

The logs are squared and V-notched on the ends. They average 4" x 6" in
thickness and are laid nearly flush with a thick mortar inbetween maizing
chinking unnessary. The interior was finished with laths and hair plaster.
The exterior received weatherboards. liodern, red asbestos covers two types
of earlier siding. On the west side are feather-ediged planks, 7" wide and
3/4" in thickness, nailed to the logs with cut nails. On the south side are
plain overlap clapboards attached with wire nails as well as random materials
attached with cut nails.

Cut nails were a}so observed in the hewn rafters of the collavsed roof
which are lap joined. Both stories were supnorted by log joists.

(See plan for measurements.)

Although it is in no way ornate, the mantle for the fireplace does seem
large and it is not tofally void of decoration. The mantle itself is six
feet in length and is 58" off the floor. The rectangle immediately surrounding
the brick opening is set off by plain moldings 43" and 2" in width. Plain
baseboard moldings carrying the same colors as the mantle appear o complete
the room. 9" exist between the uppermost edge of brick and the bottom edge
of the mantle., The visual transfer from the mantle downwards is accomplished
through a mclding which acts as a second mantle of sorts diminishing in size.

Tne presence of this hearth makes this log house somewhat unusual among
its neigbbors of like construction wanich usually have flues for 8pace heaters

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The oldest portion of tiis house, wnici is now in ruins, was a 15 story
log house. It possessed a plan of one up/one down and was heated by a single
fireplaces The interior was finished with plaster and moldings, and the .
exterior was covered with feather-edged weatherboard.

The scant remains of two outbuildinzs have been recorded, and one of
these appears to have been a log siructure.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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or fireplaces that are less grand.

South of the house on either side of the dirt lane is evidence of destroyed
outbuildings. On the west side of the lane, approxim=tely 25 yards south of the
house, the remains of hewn timbers, wire nails, and riven clapboards were
observed. On the other side of the dirt road, directly opposite the remains
of a small log structure, were noted along with fragments of farm equipment.
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CLVTSX -l
Log House ( FRank Dane’s)

Wayne L nield, 1i
Historic Sites Survey
Breoines Island, Maryland 20618
586-2050
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